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IS WET-STICKING OF REINFORCEMENT A
PERMITTED PRACTICE?

No, wet-sticking of reinforcement in masonry construction is not
recognized by the current construction requirements of TMS
602/ACI 530.1/ASCE 6, Specification for Masonry Structures,
which in turn defines the minimum acceptable practices for the
construction of masonry adopted by model building codes.

The term wet-sticking refers to the process of placing grout
within the cells or cavities of a masonry assembly followed by
the placement of reinforcement. Article 3.2E of TMS 602/ACI
530.1/ASCE 6 specifically states:

grout placement has been argued to have merit due to the
reduced reinforcement congestion, which in turn allows the
grout to flow more readily into the assembly, wet-sticking lends
to several potential logistical and performance problems:

» Masonry inspection requires the verification of reinforcement
spacing and location prior to grout placement, which
cannot be accomplished if the grout is placed before the
reinforcement;

» Placement tolerances for the reinforcement are difficult (if

not impossible) to control when placing reinforcement into
freshly placed grout; and

3.2 E. Reinforcement — Place reinforcement and ties in grout
spaces prior to grouting.

This provision has existed, essentially unchanged, since the + The bond between the grout and the reinforcement can be
1990s. compromised, particularly when the grout has begun to set

Although the process of placing reinforcement subsequent to prior to the installation of the reinforcement.
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ABOUT CMHA

The Concrete Masonry & Hardscapes Association (CMHA) represents a unification of the Interlocking Concrete Pavement
Institute (ICPI) and National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA). CMHA is a trade association representing US
and Canadian producers and suppliers in the concrete masonry and hardscape industry, as well as contractors of
interlocking concrete pavement and segmental retaining walls. CMHA is the authority for segmental concrete products
and systems, which are the best value and preferred choice for resilient pavement, structures, and living spaces.
CMHA is dedicated to the advancement of these building systems through research, promotion, education, and the

development of manufacturing guides, design codes and resources, testing standards, and construction practices.

Disclaimer:

The content of this CMHA FAQ is intended for use only as a guideline and is made available “as is.” It is not intended for use or reliance upon as an
industry standard, certification or as a specification. CMHA and those companies disseminating the technical information contained in the FAQ make
no promises, representations or warranties of any kind, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of content contained in the FAQ
and disclaim any liability for damages or injuries resulting from the use or reliance upon the content of FAQ. Professional assistance should be sought
with respect to the design, specifications, and construction of each project.




